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This presentation has as its starting point a number of works written by Phun tshogs lung rtogs (d. 1926), a
non-elite Tibetan scribe who left Tibet to live in India. These articles were written in Tibetan at the request of
his employer and student Johan Van Manen (1877-1943), but were never published and are now preserved as
part of the Van Manen Collection in Leiden University. These materials, which have yet to receive scholarly
attention, provide insight into the processes of making earthen statues, their consecration, restoration, and the
handling of other sacred objects. One of Van Manen’s final publications entitled On Making Earthen Images:
Repairing Old Images and Drawing Scroll-Pictures in Tibet (1933) consists of a translation of one of these
texts. He explains that his interest in the topic began during his temporary position at the Anthropological and
Ethnographic Galleries of the Indian Museum in Calcutta in 1922. While reorganizing the museum’s Tibetan
collection, he realized he lacked systematic information about the creation of images in all their forms—
whether painted, carved, or cast. He therefore asked his Tibetan teacher to gather information on the subject
and prepare a “short memorandum” (p. 105), which became the foundation for the 1933 article. Closer exam-
ination of the other archived materials shows that this is not entirely accurate, however. This talk explores
these Tibetan archival materials and the collaborative study between Phun tshogs lung rtogs and Van Manen,
highlighting the significance of this research in the broader context of Van Manen’s efforts to collect Himala-
yan artifacts. This example of engaging with different aspects of the Van Manen Collection helps to demon-
strate how a broader study of a collection of texts, artefacts, and (local) contexts can contribute to our under-
standing—in this case, an understanding of consecration and collecting methods of Buddhist images, as well
as of co-operative scholarship related to image-making in the early 20th century in Asia.
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