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INVITATION

Please be invited to the Hamburg Political Science Seminar Series - HPS? in Summer Semester 2026.
The HPS Seminar Series features international speakers presenting cutting-edge research in all subfields of political science and political economy.

It takes place on Wednesdays. For further information about dates and speakers in SuSe 26 please refer to the HPS® Website.

We welcome on

June 10, 2026 17:15-18:45 CET in VMP9 B130

Sofia Ammassari (Griffith University)

Title: "Grassroots Women in the Populist Radical Right"

Abstract:

Populist radical right (PRR) parties have long been characterised as ‘men’s parties’ due to the overrepresentation of men within their ranks. Yet, not only are
PRR parties attracting more women voters than ever, but they are also electing more women MPs than ever. To explain these trends, “Grassroots Women in
the Populist Radical Right” investigates women'’s involvement as PRR party members. The book explores gender differences in members’ motivations for
joining, motivations for staying, and activism, as well as PRR parties’ recruitment and retention strategies. It focuses on three PRR parties: the Bharatiya Janata
Party in India, the League in Italy, and the Sweden Democrats. Drawing on a vast collection of original data — including interviews with over 100 party
members and officials from the three parties, alongside membership surveys of the League and the Sweden Democrats — the book reveals that PRR parties
should not still be considered ‘men’s parties’. Arguing that women members play a central role in the organisational development, electoral expansion, and

growing normalisation of the populist radical right, Ammassari sheds light on one of the defining political phenomena of our century.

Keywords: populist radical right; women in politics; gender and politics; party membership; comparative politics

We invite everyone interested to attend!


https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/fachbereich-sowi/professuren/troeger/events/hamburg-political-science-seminar-series.html
https://sofiaammassari.com/
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