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The Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) 
cordially invites (doctoral) students to a summer school by 

 

Professor Dr Paola Buzi  
Rome, Hamburg  

 

At the Origin of Egyptian Civilization between Asia and 

Africa: From the Green Sahara to the First Pyramid  

(5,500-2,600 BCE) 
 

20-24 September 2021, 09:00 am–05:00 pm CEST 

Zoom-Meeting 
 

 

This one-week online intensive course introduces participants to the complex phenomena which 

determined the physical creation of Ancient Egypt, the so-called “Birth of the State”. It describes 

Egypt before the pyramids and even before the pharaohs and illustrates how the change in cli-

mate impacted on the environment, giving the background to the establishment of the early 

centres in the, then divided, areas of Upper and Lower Egypt. 

Moreover, it outlines the African and Asian prehistoric roots of the land, leading up to the Predy-

nastic period, and explores the evidence for the first agricultural settlements until the founding 

of the primary period of Dynastic rule. 

Important artefacts – such as the macehead of Narmer and his palette – and archaeological sites 

– Saqqara Abydos and Hierakonpolis – will be examined. Lastly, the formation of the early art, 

writing and architecture that established the beginnings of an empire will be studied. 

The course is based on a combined use of traditional lessons and audio-visual materials. It is 

open to students from all backgrounds and is taught in English.   
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Programme 

 

Monday, 20 September 2021 

9:00am–12:00pm Egypt, “a gift of the Nile”: A geo-chronological introduction to the 

course. 

2:00pm–5:00 pm  From the Green Sahara to the first settlements along the Nile Val-

ley: When, where, and why? 

 

Tuesday, 21 September 2021 

9:00am–12:00pm  Between Africa and Asia: The multiform inspiration of the early 

Egyptian art. 

2:00pm–5:00 pm  Nabta Playa, the Egyptian Stonehenge. 

 

Wednesday, 22 September 2021 

9:00am–12:00pm  Predynastic Egypt – The Cultures of Lower Egypt: Merimde, Maadi 

and Fayyum. 

2:00pm–5:00 pm  Predynastic Egypt– The Cultures of Lower Egypt: Badari and 

Naqada. 

 

Thursday, 23 September 2021 

9:00am–12:00pm  Dynasty zero, king Narmer, the unification of Egypt. 

2:00pm–5.00 pm  Protodynastic Egypt: The kings of the first two dynasties and their 

monumental tombs. 

 

Friday, 24 September 2021 

9:00am–12:00pm  The first examples of Egyptian writing: Pictography or ideography? 

2:00pm–5:00pm  Djoser, and the first (imperfect) pyramid. 

 

Registration 

Please register by 15 August 2021 using the form on this website: 

https://www.csmc.uni-hamburg.de/study-at-csmc/summerwinterschools/egyptian-

civilization.html  
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