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About the Lecture
In the not too distant future, humans will establish close conjunctions with intelligent machines. Their brains 
will be equipped with technology sufficiently powerful to consign their further cognitive development to the 
specifications of a technological rather than their biological evolution. They will assimilate to machines. At the 
same time, progress in robotics, artificial intelligence, neuroscience and engineering will permit the production of 
intelligent machines that will increasingly adopt functions of independent decision-making within our lifeworld. 
They will assimilate to human beings. What does this dual convergence mean for conceptions of autonomy and 
responsibility? And for “autonomy” and “responsibility” of future humanoid robots? Will we have to share these 
fundamental determinations of human dignity with them? And eventually the power that is associated with it?

About the Speaker
Reinhard Merkel is a emeritus professor in criminal law and philosophy of law at the Universität Hamburg. He 
has published extensively on neuroethics, bioethics as well as on free will and legal guilt. Merkel is a contributor 
to national debates on issues such as the Russian annexation of the Crimea and the refugees and migration 
crisis. He is a member of the German National Academy of Sciences “Leopoldina” and the German Ethics Council.
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